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40 /Al-Zij al-mu‘tabar al-sanjari [al-sultani}/ (“The Compared Astronomical Tables relating to
Sultan Sanjar™)

[Aba ‘I-Fath] *Abd al-Rahmin AL-KIIAZINI
copied in Iran (?), c.late 7/13th century.

“Arabic text, occasionally vocalised, folios 200 and one blank, 165 x 24Umm., 21 lincs per page;
brown naskh with chapter and section headings in red (some tables copjed in a later naskh),
marginalia in several different hands on a few leaves especially tolios $9b-6a, 98h-99a:
onental laid paper (without chain lines), soiling and tears 1o title deaf affecting two or three
words, minor damp-staining and worm-holing to margin of a few leaves but not affecting the
text; lacking a very few leaves of text und 7 tables and the colophon at ¢nd; ¢.9/15th century
brown leather binding with blind 1o0oling, stamping, and gold dot punching; doublure of
blm:k-Prcsscd leather. $40000.

One of only three surviving manuscripts. This exceptionally rare medieval manuscript
contains a major Arabic astronomical text which still remains unedied.

Only two other copies are known. Both are now preserved in European librarics: one in the
Vatican Library, Rome; the other in the British Library, London. Both sre undated and
somewhat incomplete. A manuscript in the madrasa library of the Sipahsilar Mosque
(Tehran) catalogued as Zij-i sanjari actually contains another work by al-Khazini and only a
section of the zij itsell. Our copy also contains no written record of its date, but experts agree
that the internal codicological und palacographic evidence must place the copying of the text
1o the late Saljuq period and, therelore, within a century or even a few decades of its original
compilation for Sultan Sanjar ibn Malikshah at Merv in about 514/1120. Also, like the other
two copics in European libraries, this one is not quite complete: in particular, five folios
conlaining seven astronomical tables are missing from the end.

Some twenty Muslim scientists are known 10 have performed their own astronomical
observations and al-Khazini was one of them. In an introduction, 12 chapters, and more than
150 tables, his zij contains the record of his observations which, as the title explains, he
“compared™ (or “tested™) with the calculations of his predecessors, in particular Thabit ibn
Qurra and al-Baytani, whom he often quotes. Thus, for instance, a)-Khazini refers 10 Thabit
on lunar visibility before presenting his own exceptionally detailed treatment. The special
importance of this zij is as a rich source for the study of eclipse and visibility theory. It aiso
contains a large quantity of calendrical maierial, and tables of holidays, feasts, rulers, and
prophets, which has given rise 10 the aliernative title of Jami* al-uwdrikh li ‘I-sinjari
(~Collection of chronologies for Sunjar™). the dedication is 1o Sultan Sanjar who, like his
father Malikshah, is well known as a great patron of the arts and learning. As for al-Khazini,
scarcely anything is known of his life.

Initial textual research shows that our manuscript and the Vatican manuscript are clearly
copies of the sume text, though both are incomplete in different ways. The British Library
copy, a later recension, is unfortunately in a very poor state, with the pages in great disorder
and with gany lost. But the discovery of our topy, which contains sections of text missing
from the other copies, means that it should now be possible 1o establish a critical edition of this
important work. A)-Khazini's 2ij is very highly rated by historians of Islamic astronomy.

(An index comparing the contents of this manuscript with that of the manuscripts in Rome and
London is available on request.) e g

El, IV, p.1186; Brockelmann, S 1, p.902; DSB, VI, pp.335-51; Hayji Khalifa, 111, p.564,
n0.6945. The binding is similar 10 Haldane, nos.39 and 41; and Chicago, p.85, type three.
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Lorch, Richard 1980 . ~\i

The Qibla Table Attributed to al-Khazini, Journal For the
History of Arabic Science, Aleppo University, Vol. 4, NO.
2, pp. 259-264.

Ll polall s s
Lorch, Richard 1980. ~\o

Al-Khazini's "Sphere that Rotates by Iself", Journal for the
History of Arabic Scinece, Vol. 4, NO. 2, pp. 287-329.
Lorch, Richard 1981 -1
Instruments for Finding the Qibla
la = ol sie agladl fo, G ualAl] @il 533l lasl s
Khanikoff, N. 1859 LSall 4lhe oS
Analysis and Extracts of, Book of the Balance of Wisdom,

Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol pp. 1-128.

B. Quaritch Ltd. (antiguarium Booksellrs) catalog # -\A
1058 1986 .
Sarton, George 1945-1948, -\4

Introduction to the History of Science, Carnegie Institution

of Washington, Baltimore.
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